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J. R. R. Tolkien devoted his life to the study of language. He was fluent in Greek, Norse, 

English, Anglo-Saxon, and Medieval Welsh. He was so brilliant with language that he even 

invented one, creating it from scratch, complete with its own alphabet, sounds, and structure. He 

called that language High Elvish. Tolkien then spent twelve years writing a book incorporating 

that language, The Lord of the Rings. He wrote the book to provide a world for that language.  

 God is love. God created a good world. The world, all of creation, all creatures, you and I 

were created to provide a world for God’s language—the language of love. Love is the essence 

of God. We were created, so God could express love in full.  

 Sadly, it didn’t take long for humanity to rebellion against love. We choose not to love. 

Failure to love for most of us is our biggest and most recurring sin. Most of us live in accordance 

to the law, the Ten Commandments, most of the time. But fully loving God, loving others, and 

loving ourselves, we fail often and miserable. Since God is love, God never gives up on us. God 

keeps loving to love us back into a world of love.  

 The prophet Isaiah foretold of Jesus, love with skin on, God incarnate. Isaiah 42:1-9 

(NLT) “Look at my servant, whom I strengthen. He is my chosen one, who pleases me. I 

have put my Spirit upon him. He will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or raise 

his voice in public. He will not crush the weakest reed or put out a flickering candle. He will 

bring justice to all who have been wronged. He will not falter or lose heart until justice 

prevails throughout the earth. Even distant lands beyond the sea will wait for his 

instruction.” God, the Lord, created the heavens and stretched them out. God created the 

earth and everything in it. God gives breath to everyone, life to everyone who walks the 

earth. And it is God who says, “I, the Lord, have called you to demonstrate my 

righteousness. I will take you by the hand and guard you, and I will give you to my people, 

Israel, as a symbol of my covenant with them. And you will be a light to guide the nations. 

You will open the eyes of the blind. You will free the captives from prison, releasing those 

who sit in dark dungeons. “I am the Lord; that is my name! I will not give my glory to 

anyone else, nor share my praise with carved idols. Everything I prophesied has come true, 

and now I will prophesy again. I will tell you the future before it happens.” 

 Jesus, love, came into our world. Isaiah 42:3a “Jesus will not crush the weakest reed 

or put out a flickering candle.” Jesus will love back into flame candles with only the slightest 

ember remaining. Jesus will love strength and vitality into the weakest, brushed, failing reed. 

God is talking about us in these metaphors. Where only a spark of love remains in you, Jesus will 

love your heart into fiery, radiant love. Where you are weak, bruised and failing Jesus will love 

you back into vibrant strength. 

 The symbol for the transforming power of love is baptism. Matthew 3:13-17 (NLT) 

“Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by John. But John tried 

to talk him out of it. “I am the one who needs to be baptized by you,” he said, “so why are 

you coming to me?” But Jesus said, “It should be done, for we must carry out all that God 

requires.” So John agreed to baptize Jesus. After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the 



water, the heavens were opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 

settling on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me 

great joy.” 

 John tried to talk Jesus out of being baptized, because Jesus was free from sin. Jesus 

always loves. John was preaching a baptism of repentance, to turn from fear and hate to love, a 

baptism that washes away sins giving a person a fresh start to love. Since Jesus always loves 

perfectly, Jesus did not need to be baptized. Jesus’ baptism was for us, to adopt us, to welcome 

the whole world into community with God, to bring love back to every person and all of 

creation. In baptism, Jesus fully belongs to us and we fully belong to God; therefore, Jesus takes 

on our sin. In Jesus’ baptism God washes away our sin, so we all are free to live into love. The 

sign for sin is broken relationships, banishment from the Garden of Eden, pain in parenting, strife 

between couples, division, slavery, and exile. The sign that sin is forgiven is healed relationships, 

everyone belonging to God, love given and received by all.  

 When Luther preached on this scripture, he focused on the phrase that the heavens were 

opened to Jesus and to us. Scripture never says that the heavens closed up again. The heavens 

remain open. God’s love is constantly flowing into us and all of the cosmos.  

 We are joined to Jesus in baptism. We are on a journey out of a world of hate and fear 

into the world of love. It is an arduous journey, for our journey is similar to Jesus’ journey. The 

journey will have us bear a cross and travel through death to reach glorious, eternal resurrection 

life, where every love is celebrated for eternity. Baptism anticipates the future which is still in 

progress – love and life with triumphant. Jesus has won the struggle; however, we still need to 

journey to abundant life. On earth, like Jesus’ time on earth, we struggle with “what is” as we are 

drawn to “what is to come”. We wrestle with temptation, sin, fear, hate, pain, death etc. knowing 

that grace, love, wholeness, harmony and life will prevail. We are not alone in our struggle. Jesus 

is with us. God stands with us in battling evil to live lives of love. We are empowered to follow 

Jesus into a world of love. We are welcomed into community with each other, to pray together, 

support each other, serve each other and love each other. We are created in the image of God, the 

image of love, to incarnate the language of love so that earth becomes heaven. Heaven remains 

open. God’s love will renew and glorify all. We are joined to Jesus; therefore, we will be 

resurrected and walk in the newness of life that will never end in the world of love.  

 We are set free to give ourselves away in love. We are created to love. Anything less than 

love is a waste. Anything less than love is not worth doing, having, or pursuing. All of us, at 

times, have been miserable because we did something without love. In contrast everything we do 

in love will bring great joy, if not in the present then surely eternal joy in heaven.  

 Baptism reminds us of who we are and where we are going. God’s words are not just for 

Jesus but for everyone. We are a member of God’s family. God is saying to you, “You are my 

dearly loved child, who brings me great joy.” God speaks these words out of grace. God’s great 

joy in us is not based on merit rather our identity as a child of God. Baptism welcomes us into 

God’s family, where we discover who we are and realize all others are our brothers and sisters, 

our beloved family. Jesus makes you important. You are chosen by God and beloved. 

 We spend a lot of energy placing value on everything, our house, car, business, clothes, 

belongings, even our churches. Sadly we spend a lot of energy placing value on ourselves. We 

strive for value by grades, work, victories, knowledge, friendships, clubs, size of our home, 

family, our appearance, our age, and on and on. Sadly sometimes we value ourselves by what 

others tell us we are worth. It is tedious to be bombarded and limited by the world’s definition of 

our value. No one needs to waste time straining to increase their value. Our value is set for 



eternity by God. Each of us is God’s beloved child who brings God great joy. As God’s child 

each of us has infinite value by God’s grace. The King of kings transforms us from pauper to 

prince. Each of us has a cherished place in the Kingdom of Heaven, God’s home. You are loved 

by God—no value assigned by any other entity comes even close to that. This sets us free to 

love. We can give up wasting energy pursuing false bells, whistles, and fake ladders. We are free 

to live in God’s love and share God’s love. We are to oppose with love any instance where love 

is absent. We are to oppose with love any voice or act that hurts or diminishes another or our 

self. We love extravagantly believing that love will prevail for absolutely nothing, not even death 

is stronger than love. All of us are redeemed, forgiven, loved children of God empowered to love 

wherever we go.   

 You bring God great joy. Missionary and Olympian Eric Liddell said that when he ran he 

felt God’s pleasure. What do you do that brings God great pleasure? Just being you brings God 

joy. All of us have many things that we do that delights God. It could be a hobby, talent, skill, 

sport, or your work. You don’t even need to be good at it by the world’s standards. What brings 

you joy? What reveals love? What is it about you or that you do that you can sense God’s 

pleasure in you? 

 Brennan Manning explains how a Franciscan once challenged him with a set of 

questions: “Do you ever reflect upon the fact that Jesus feels proud of you? Proud that you have 

accepted the faith which Jesus offered you? Proud that after God chose you, you chose 

God as a friend and Lord? Proud that you haven’t given up? Proud that you believe in God 

enough to try again and again? Proud that you can trust that God can help you? Do you ever 

think that Jesus appreciates you for wanting him, for wanting to say no to so many things that 

would separate you from him? Do you ever think that Jesus is grateful to you for pausing to 

smile and comfort one of God’s children who has a great need to see a smile, to feel a touch? Do 

you ever think of Jesus as being grateful to you for learning more about God so that you can 

speak to others more deeply and truly about God? Do you ever think that Jesus is sad when you 

carry guilt and shame not believing that God has forgiven you totally?” Jesus said, “I do not call 

you servants, but friends.” God said you are my dearly loved child, you bring me great joy.” 

  Jesus is love. Jesus was baptized to establish the language of love as the official language 

of the cosmos. We are designed to establish love in the world. We are God’s beloved children. 

We are going to a perfect world of love. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


