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If you want to change the course of Thanksgiving dinner then wait until the middle of the 

meal, turn to the chef and say, “See, I told you they wouldn’t notice that the turkey was four 

months past its expiration date.” Or when everyone goes around to say what they are thankful 

for, say, “I’m thankful I didn’t get caught.” and refuse to say anything more. 

 Giving thanks for Christ the King might change the course of Thanksgiving dinner. “The 

LORD is king, God is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed, God is girded with strength. 

God has established the world; it shall never be moved; your throne is established from of 

old; you are from everlasting. “Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and 

who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus 

Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To Jesus who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a 

kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to Jesus be glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen.” 

 All earthly descriptions of God fall woefully short. Imagine all the pure aspects of the 

finest kings: wisdom, protection, power, guidance, safety, love, generosity, provision, 

compassion, justice, mercy, joy. Christ the King reigns showering all of this and much more 

upon us. How do you invite Jesus to reign in your mind providing pure thoughts and attentive 

listening? How do you invite Jesus to reign in your heart, providing love, compassion, and joy? 

How do you invite Jesus to reign in your will, providing passionate service? How do you invite 

Jesus to reign in your body providing nurture of talents, courage to share gifts, and care for 

oneself and the world? How do you invite Jesus to reign in your soul providing peace and hope?  

Inviting the Apostle Paul would change the course of Thanksgiving dinner for he would 

give thanks for the invisible essentials of faith, hope, and love. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now 

we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will see 

everything with perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I 

will know everything completely, just as God now knows me completely. Three things will 

last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.” The Apostle Paul 

would pray for each person. “I ask and ask the God of our Master, Jesus Christ, the God of 

glory--to make you intelligent and discerning in knowing God personally, your eyes focused 

and clear, so that you can see exactly what it is God is calling you to do, grasp the 

immensity of this glorious way of life God has for Christians, oh, the utter extravagance of 

God’s work in us who trust God--endless energy, boundless strength! All this energy issues 

from Christ: God raised him from death and set him on a throne in deep heaven, in charge 

of running the universe, everything from galaxies to governments, no name and no power 

exempt from his rule. And not just for the time being, but forever. Jesus is in charge of it 

all and has the final word on everything. At the center of all this, Christ rules the church. 

The church, you see, is not peripheral to the world; the world is peripheral to the church. 

The church is Christ's body, in which he speaks and acts, by which he fills everything with 

his presence.” 



Perhaps the apostle Paul would change our thanks giving. Most of us give thanks to God 

every day. Most of us are thankful for family, friends, food, clothing, cars, a home, a job, health, 

freedom, opportunities, and on and on. Yet even if we do not have a single one of these 

blessings, we still have the very best blessings of all, the invisible essential blessings of faith, 

hope, and love.   

Paul encourages thanks for faith, hope, and love describing these invisible essentials as a 

spirit of wisdom, revelation, the riches of God's glorious inheritance, God’s presence, being 

fully-known by God, and the immeasurable greatness of God's power. None of these blessings 

are seen, touched, purchased, or possessed; and yet, they are the greatest gifts we receive. To 

give thanks for the invisible in the vortex of violence, despair, or suffering is thankful praise 

which recognizes that God is king, God is in control, God will cleanse, heal, redeem, resurrect, 

and perfect all. God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

In the book, The Little Prince, the fox is saying goodbye to the little prince, and as he 

leaves he says, "And now here's my secret, a very simple secret: It is only with the heart that one 

can see rightly; what is essential is invisible to the eye." "What is essential is invisible to the 

eye," the little prince repeats, so that he will be sure to remember. The fox's insight is in line with 

the apostle Paul. “As God’s grace reaches more and more people, there will be great 

thanksgiving, and God will receive more and more glory. That is why we never give up. 

Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every day. For our present 

troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly 

outweighs them and will last forever! So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; 

rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be 

gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.” 

Helen Keller wrote, “The best and most beautiful things cannot be seen or even touched; 

they must be felt with the heart.” 

Perhaps it was the invisible essentials of faith, hope, and love that gave the first settlers in 

America perseverance and a thankful attitude. They landed in December of 1620 in 

Massachusetts. Within one month, ten out of the 17 fathers died. Within a couple months, only 

four of the mothers were alive. By Easter, almost half of the pilgrims had died. They landed in 

the middle of winter without provisions and without shelter. They had no comforts of any kind. 

Life was bleak and brutal, yet they kept giving thanks to God. 

On another continent about 25 years later there was a Lutheran pastor named Martin 

Rinkart. He lived in Eilenberg in Saxony during the siege of the Thirty Years War. Eilenberg 

was a walled city that was surrounded by Swedes. Eight hundred homes were burned, and the 

people within suffered from the plague and starvation. It got to the point where the pastors were 

burying 12 people a day. Pretty soon the pastors themselves started to die until Pastor Martin was 

the only pastor left. He was conducting on average 50 funerals a day. He buried over 5,000 

people that year, including his own wife. When the war ended a year later in 1648, he sat down 

and wrote a hymn: “Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, Who wondrous 

things has done, in whom this world rejoices; Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our 

way With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.” Pastor Martin was thankful for the 

invisible essentials faith, hope, and love. 

This approach to Thanksgiving runs counter to conventional wisdom and has nothing to 

do with one’s ability to purchase things during the busiest shopping period of the year or even 

one’s health. Instead, it is consistent with the Apostle Paul’s perspective who gives thanks for the 

essential eternal things that are invisible to the eye, faith, hope, and love. 



Give thanks for faith, your belief in God. Faith is confident trust in the eternal promises 

of God. Faith strives to live God’s will, to become like Jesus. John Calvin believed that even our 

faith is a gift we receive from God. We need to open the gift of faith. Let faith permeate our life. 

Paul prays for a faith that is an ever-expanding relationship with God producing a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation, which opens our eyes to what God is doing for us, and enables us to see 

that there is nothing more valuable than a life in communion with God. Faith is confidence in the 

grace of God realizing that our life, our value, and our salvation are all gifts from God. Faith is 

like a strong anchor holding secure a storm tossed ship. No matter what tribulations may toss our 

lives around our faith keeps us secure in Jesus. 

Love is another invisible essential. Scripture proclaims over and over again. “God’s 

steadfast love endures forever.” Each one of us was lovingly handcrafted by God, created in 

God’s image to receive love and share love. The apostle Paul proclaims that he is absolutely 

certain that there is nothing ever that can separate us from God’s love. Paul describes a whole 

and fulfilling life as loving God vertical and loving neighbors horizontally. The cross reminds us 

of Jesus’ love for us and our calling to love God vertically and others horizontal. The most 

essential blessing is God’s steadfast love for each of us, God’s steadfast love for everyone.  

Our faith, receiving love, and sharing love fills us with hope. Hope gives us a peek at the 

riches of the glorious inheritance God will give us, the immeasurable greatness of God's power, a 

power that has raised Jesus from the dead. Hope reminds us of our destination, heaven where we 

will enjoy our glorious resurrection for eternity. Hope perceives how God is working in our life 

and in the world to redeem everyone and everything. Hope realizes that God forgives us of every 

wrong completely. Hope rejoices every sunrise, realizing each day is a new day, filled with 

opportunities to enjoy beauty, celebrate, and love extravagantly. Hope is certain God never gives 

up on us. We are people of endless hope, because no matter what, we cannot mess up eternal 

salvation. Peter Gomes puts it this way, “God is. We are. In spite of our fumbles and because of 

God's grace, we are not daunted by the troubles of this age, nor are we fearful of what is to come. 

We do not bless God for our wealth, our health or for our feeble wisdom. We bless God that God 

is, that we are and that God’s promise and love shall be with us when time itself shall be no 

more.” 

Give thanks for the invisible essentials, faith, hope, and love. Billy Graham said, “I am 

convinced one of the joys of heaven will be discovering the hidden ways that God, in God’s 

sovereignty, acted in our lives on earth to protect us and guide us so as to bring glory to God’s 

name, in spite of our frailty. As I look back over the years, however, I know that my deepest 

feeling is one of overwhelming gratitude. I cannot take credit for whatever God had chosen to 

accomplish through us and our ministry; only God deserves the glory, and we can never thank 

God enough for the great things God has done.” Amen 

 

 


