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“Questions Nurture Belief” 
Luke 1:26-28, 30-31, 34-38 

 

 Questions nurture belief. Mary asked, “But how can this happen?” How will the world be saved by 

Jesus? How and when will everyone and everything be resurrected? How will my life change? How will I 

receive love? How will I come to believe? What specifically am I to do? The first advent began when questions 

were spoken into Mary’s life. How will this be? 

Eldridge Pendleton wrote, “Christ lives in us and works through us for the transformation of the world. 

We do not presume to know how this happens, but we believe it does. This is a sacred mystery.”  

Bernard of Clairvaux wrote, “Divine love so penetrated and filled the soul of Mary that no part of her 

was left untouched, so that she loved with her whole heart, with her whole soul and her whole strength and was 

full of grace.”  

How will this be for you? How will you open yourself to love? How will you let love permeate every 

aspect of your being? 

Your questions, seeking, exploring, journeying will guide you to believe in God’s transforming eternal 

love. Your continued waiting and questions will enable you to join Mary in declaring, “I am the Lord’s servant. 

May everything you have said about me come true.” God is saying, “You are my beloved, talented, gifted child. 

I am blessing you to bless others. I delight in your joy. My steadfast love will give you abundant life forever. I 

love you. I am filling you with endless love so you can love yourself and others.” Amen    

 

“Magnifying God through Singing” 
Matthew 1:18-21 & 24, Luke 1:40-50 

 

 Mary’s questions nurtured her belief, inspiring her to burst forth in a song of praise. How do you 

magnify God? What is your favorite song, hymn, or anthem to praise God? Each of us is like Mary. Synthesis 

explains, “Yes, out of you—every one of you—will come the love of God, the Spirit of God. Every one of you 

will pour God’s Spirit on a waiting world. No one can take that from you.” 

 If you were to write a song to magnify God how would it sound? What lyrics would you write? 

 Joy Cowley sings, “My soul sings in gratitude. I’m dancing in the mystery of God. The light of the Holy 

One is within me and I am blessed, so truly blessed. This goes deeper than human thinking. I am filled with awe 

at Love whose only condition is to be received. The gift is not for the proud, for they have no room for it. The 

strong and self-sufficient ones don’t have this awareness. But those who know their emptiness can rejoice in 

Love’s fullness. It’s the Love that we are made for, the reason for our being. It fills our innermost heart space 

and brings to birth in us, the Holy One.” 

 Eugene Peterson sings, “I’m bursting with God-news; I’m dancing the song of my Savior God. God took 

one good look at me, and look what happened—I’m the most fortunate person on earth! What God has done for 

me will never be forgotten, the God whose very name is holy, set apart from all others. God’s mercy flows in 

wave after wave on those who are in awe before God.”  

 In this service abounding with harmonies of praise, I hope your soul will join in magnifying God. I hope 

you will leave with a tune in your heart and lyrics of praise in your mind. I hope the renewing love of God will 

inspire you to joyfully dance. Amen 



 

“We are Godbearers” 
Luke 2: 1, 7-20 

 

God took on flesh to reveal God’s self to us, to show us we are infinitely loved, to transform us with 

grace; forgiving, healing, renewing us, to fill us with God’s laughter and joy, to fills us with complete, full, 

abundant life, to help us glimpse God’s delight in us. Wonder, gratitude, amazement, awe, and astonishment 

abound when we perceive God, when we receive God’s love. Christmas reveals the fullness of life. Christmas 

opens our senses, inspires expectancy, stimulates us to be fully alive, and arouses each of us to be a Godbearer. 

Christmas revels that life is always more than we can account for, love always exceeds our calculations, joy is 

beyond anything we can make. Behind every festive round of singing and decorating, giving and receiving, 

cooking meals and family gatherings, celebrating and loving, rejoicing and blessing is God’s love. Behind all 

that is good is God’s love. In matters not where or who, whether one believes or not, God’s love is behind every 

facet of love. Each of us is a Godbearer, a revealer of love. Soak up Christmas. Feast on the sweetness of joy. 

Drink in the refreshment of the cosmos. Swim in the waves of grace. Tingle with anticipation in the wonders of 

God. See the majesty God is creating for you. Smell the fragrance of blessings. Hear God’s glory in song. Sing 

God’s love to everyone. Amen  



  

 


