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How can we experience the treasures of heaven today? Treasures such as joy, love, peace, glory, 

majesty, renewing grace, abundant life, harmonious community and personal blessings. The book of 

Hebrews recommends faith. Hebrews 11:1 NRSV “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 

the conviction of things not seen.” NLT “Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the 

evidence of things we cannot see.” MSG “The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in 

God, this faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life worth living.” 

 Faith is a way of seeing that looks beyond appearances to see God’s love transforming us. Faith 

affirms that God’s glory is our future. Faith is confidence in a reality we cannot fully physical see at 

present but which is assured as we move into God’s future. Faith is passion. God gave us passion to 

make us fully alive. May we all use our passion for life as we serve together, because God calls us to 

arise and partner with God in making paradise. Passion and joy are related. Passion is the jubilance 

found in music that touches us, art that moves us, work that invigorates us, sports that elevate us, 

friendships that propel us. Your passion is God’s gift to you. Nurture your passion and you will discover 

more and more of the treasures of heaven.  

 Perhaps a good metaphor for faith is a glass bottom bridge. China has a glass bottom bridge 325 

feet above a canyon floor. We have the Grand Canyon Skywalk bridge 700 feet above the canyon floor. 

There are even glass swimming pools that bridge two buildings together. It takes faith in engineering to 

walk a glass bridge. Your mind takes in the facts; these glass panels can handle 1,700 pounds, there are 

several redundant levels of glass, thousands of people have walked the glass bridge safely, an insurance 

company would not insure the bridge if it were not safe. Your mind knows the glass will support you, 

but your gut may be slow to embrace the faith of your mind. One’s awareness of the dangers of falling is 

usually overcome by one’s faith in the strength of the glass. Most people experience an elevation in 

heart rate. Some hold onto the railings. Others crawl onto the glass. Most people have faith and in time 

walk out onto the glass enjoying spectacular vistas. 

 God promises that we all will enjoy all of the treasures of heaven; yet, our life is a struggle. Faith 

supports us when life overwhelms us. When the waves become so intense that we begin to sink, then 

Jesus grabs us and lifts us up like Jesus lifted up Peter. Peter’s faith in God allowed him to walk on 

water. When Peter looked at the waves and started to think about his struggles, he started to sink until 

Jesus lifted him up.  

Faith in God seems insubstantial to sustain us in the midst of the struggles of life, yet faith is a 

reliable supportive surface that connects us with God. Faith is unseen and transparent. Faith is steadfast 

and ever sure.   

  Faith and prayer dance together. Prayer is a way that God transforms us. Often it is the one who 

prays who is changed the most. Prayer opens us up to new possibilities. Prayer empowers us to grow. 

Prayer gives us a firm foundation to build upon. Prayer is a bridge to the treasures of heaven.  

 

 

 



Poet Czeslaw Milosz wrote, 

“You ask me how to pray to someone who is not. 

All I know is that prayer constructs a velvet bridge 

And walking it we are aloft, as on a springboard,  

Above landscapes the color of ripe gold 

Transformed by a magic stopping of the sun. 

That bridge leads to the shore of Reversal 

Where everything is just the opposite and the word 'is' 

Unveils a meaning we hardly envisioned. 

Notice: I say we; there, every one, separately,  

Feels compassion for others entangled in the flesh 

And knows that if there is no other shore 

We will walk that aerial bridge all the same.”  

 

What is God inviting you to do or be through this poem? 

 

Jesus said. Luke 12:29-32 MSG “What I’m trying to do here is get you to relax, not be so 

preoccupied with getting so you can respond to God’s giving. People who don’t know God and the 

way God works fuss over these things, but you know both God and how God works. Steep yourself 

in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. You’ll find all your everyday human concerns will 

be met. Don’t be afraid of missing out. You’re my dearest friends! The Father wants to give you 

the very kingdom itself. “Be generous. Give to the poor. Get yourselves a bank that can’t go 

bankrupt, a bank in heaven far from bank robbers, safe from embezzlers, a bank you can bank 

on. It’s obvious, isn’t it? The place where your treasure is, is the place you will most want to be, 

and end up being.” 

Jesus invites us to let go of our struggles and fears and let come the treasures of heaven. One of 

the treasures of heaven is love that never ends. Every instance of love shared here on earth is persevered 

in heaven for us to enjoy for eternity. If we strive to give and receive love, we are building up treasure in 

heaven causing us to be drawn to heaven. If one strives for money, popularity, status, and security, they 

build up treasure on earth causing them to be afraid and hateful because others might get some of their 

stuff. 

The psalmist proclaims, Psalm 33:21-22 NRSV “Our heart is glad in God, because we trust 

in God’s holy name. Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you.” 

Joan Chittister wrote, “The spiritual task of life is to feed the hope that comes out of despair. 

Hope is not something to be found outside of us. It lies in the spiritual life we cultivate within. The 

whole purpose of wrestling with God is to be transformed into the self we were meant to become, to step 

out of the confines of our false securities and allow our creating God to go on creating. In us.”   

 

What is God inviting you to do or be through this quote? 

 

 The book of Hebrews explains, Hebrews 11:1-3 & 8-16 NLT “Faith shows the reality of what 

we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see. Through their faith, the people in days of 

old earned a good reputation. By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at 



God’s command, that what we now see did not come from anything that can be seen. It was by 

faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home and go to another land that God 

would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing where he was going. And even when 

he reached the land God promised him, he lived there by faith—for he was like a foreigner, living 

in tents. And so did Isaac and Jacob, who inherited the same promise. Abraham was confidently 

looking forward to a city with eternal foundations, a city designed and built by God. It was by 

faith that even Sarah was able to have a child, though she was barren and was too old. She 

believed that God would keep God’s promise. And so a whole nation came from this one couple 

who were as good as dead—a nation with so many people that, like the stars in the sky and the 

sand on the seashore, there is no way to count them. All these people died still believing what God 

had promised them. They did not receive what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance 

and welcomed it. They agreed that they were foreigners and nomads here on earth. Obviously 

people who say such things are looking forward to a country they can call their own. If they had 

longed for the country they came from, they could have gone back. But they were looking for a 

better place, a heavenly homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called their God, for 

God has prepared a city for them.” 

 Hebrews list several other people of faith. People who struggled, grieved, suffered, and sinned. 

People who had no answers to most of life’s questions, full of doubt and numerous missteps; yet, their 

faith kept drawing them forward, their faith sustained them, their faith enabled them to experience 

snippets of the treasures of heaven, their faith kept them journeying with God towards abundant life. We 

gather to share our faith, to Know Christ and Show Christ. Who exemplifies faith for you? Who do you 

reveal faith to? Think of a person who exemplifies faith for you in this minute of silence ponder how 

their faith enable them to experience the treasures of heaven? Amen  


