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 Easter is the world’s never ending ultimate love story. While Easter may be a day on our 

calendar, in reality every day is Easter. God invites us, urges us, and pleads with us to join the 

story, to experience God’s love, to live the Easter life. We are gathered not to commemorate an 

ancient happening, rather to celebrate the enduring, faithful love of God that is resurrecting each 

of us. Jesus is not a memory. Jesus is a presence. We are not going to sing “Thanks for the 

Memories.” We sing “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” and tomorrow and next week and everyday 

of our life. 

 We read the ancient scriptures not for a history lesson rather to grasp at understanding the 

enormity of God’s love for us. Easter is the story of God’s love transforming our lives and the 

cosmos into an abundant life of love, into an eternal celebration of every form of love.  

 All of us have moments of fear. Like the disciples we have days when we are frustrated; 

times when we did our best yet everything fell apart; days when everything goes wrong, is 

painful and hurts; moments when our intentions were loving but we said and did the wrong 

things; and days we want to give up, days of grief, days when we are so sad and hurt we want to 

lock ourselves in our bedroom. This is how the Easter story begins in John with the disciples 

filled with fear, so afraid that they locked themselves in an upper room. Jesus exuding love 

stepped into their angst-ridden hideout repeating one phrase over and over: “Peace be with you.” 

Jesus didn't do this just to help the disciples avoid freaking out as they gazed at their once-dead 

rabbi now standing before them fully alive. Jesus was proclaiming the implication of his 

resurrection: peace to troubled hearts! The biggest and meanest monster in the world is the death. 

Death has been beaten! Death has been conquered! Death has been overcome! Have peace. Since 

Jesus is more powerful than death, Jesus is more powerful than the loss of a job, a broken 

relationship, the sickness of a friend, and the evils of international terrorism. Jesus’ love is 

bringing peace. Since Jesus has conquered death, as promised, then God can be trusted with 

everything else God has promised. God promises love and joy will endure forever. Jesus 

promises never to leave you or forsake you. Jesus promises to be with you. Jesus is in the process 

of burying cancer, divorce, depression, loneliness, breakups, and breakdowns. Jesus is burying 

everything negative: discrimination, war, hate, fear, hunger, disease to the trivial, bad hair days. 

Jesus is resurrecting you and the entire cosmos. Jesus promises he will return from the right hand 

of God, resurrect us all and right every wrong that still exists in this world until we reside with 

God in a renewed creation. Embrace God’s peaceful love. Since Jesus is burying every form of 

death and ushering in every form of life then be at peace. Your prayers are heard by Jesus who 

knows exactly what you are going through. God knows exactly what you need. The Holy Spirit’s 

love is bringing you peace that is enabling you to journey into your glorious future.  

 The psalmist sings of God’s love describing God’s love as steadfast and everlasting. 

God’s love is unrelenting, non-stop, never-give-up love. God’s love is purifying us, glorifying 

our every goodness. God’s love cannot be stopped. God’s love is breaking through every barrier 

to unite us all with God, so all of us can enjoy one another and God forever. God’s love enables 

us to rejoice and be glad.  



Love is a wonderful gift of God. Love inspires our very best. The finest music, art, 

literature, architecture and on and on all spring from love. Everything that is exceptional, breath 

taking, awe inspiring has come into being with love. We love, because God first loved us. 

Everything that is good and beautiful in your life springs from the love of God.  

 The ultimate demonstration of God’s love is Jesus’ resurrection. The story starts all the 

way back at the very beginning with creation. God made a perfect, beautiful good world and 

gave it all to us. We enjoyed a deep loving relationship with God, laughing, talking, playing, and 

dreaming with God. After awhile Adam and Eve thought they knew it all. They wanted to be in 

control and rebelled against God. This mistake led to many others and soon sin spiraled out of 

our control. We are still learning today that we are not really in control as sin scars almost 

everything. We treat God’s world like an unattended two year old would treat a room filled with 

chocolate, ice cream, and fragile decor. If parents leave a two year old in room like that 

unattended for even a few hours, it would look like a disaster zone. Loving parents would react 

by hugging their child, making sure the child is unhurt first and then clean up the room. Tears are 

shed as the parents sweep up the pieces of that beautiful, sentimental piece, but the love for their 

child is supreme. God weeps over the mess we have created in the world and even more God 

weeps over the mess we create in our lives. Jesus loves us rebellious children and came to earth 

to clean up our mess. Jesus is most concerned with us, with you, that you know how precious 

and loved you are by God.  

 Have you noticed in the scripture accounts of Jesus that God first shows us love then God 

cleans up the mess? Jesus touched the lepers before Jesus healed them. Jesus sat down and 

listened to the woman at the well before he showed her how she had access to living water. The 

same is true in the resurrection accounts. Jesus doesn’t say look at me, be amazed at how I 

cleaned up the mess, marvel at how I conquered death, rejoice in the eternal life you now have in 

heaven. Jesus didn’t come back and explain how God won the battle against evil to the Roman 

government, the religious leaders or explain it to the masses. Jesus didn’t scold, discipline, or 

lecture anyone for making the mess. Jesus came back to personally pick people up, give them a 

hug, and assure them they are loved, that everything will be alright.  

 The gospel of John explains how after Jesus rose from the dead the first thing Jesus did, 

even before ascending to heaven, was to comfort Mary. Mark tells how the resurrected Jesus 

appeared and walked with two believers to Damascus. They talked, enjoyed each others 

company and had a meal together. Jesus never tired of Thomas’ endless questions. Jesus 

appeared to him and let him check out the resurrected body. Jesus invited Thomas to touch him, 

poke him, and squeeze him. Jesus’ words to Thomas were “Believe” and “Peace be with you.”  

God delights in being with us. Jesus’ appearance to the seven disciples is permeated with 

God saying, “I love you.” The disciples were fishing. Jesus appeared and said, “Friends have you 

caught any fish?” “No,” they replied. Then Jesus said, “Throw out your net on the right side and 

you’ll get plenty of fish!” Jesus had died. He’d been whipped, beaten, tortured, denied, 

abandoned, crucified, and then buried in a heavily guarded tomb. He has just risen from dead and 

takes time to fish with his friends. Jesus delights in seeing them catch fish. No one could make 

this stuff up. If we were making up a story of a risen Savior, we would have a press conference, a 

parade, talk shows, fan fare, question and answer sessions, and all kinds of publicity. Instead, 

Jesus invites the disciples to fish, to enjoy a meal together. Jesus has just risen from the dead. 

Jesus is doing the cooking, baking a loaf of bread, and frying fish just the way each person likes 

it over a charcoal fire. God delights in being with us, listening to us, serving us. It is an amazing 

love story. After breakfast, Jesus talks with Peter. Jesus doesn’t say, “I told you so, I knew you 



would deny me three times.” Jesus doesn’t point out any of Peter’s faults or shortcomings, rather 

Jesus asks Peter, “Do you love me?” Peter says, “Yes I love you.” Then Jesus says, “Share my 

love.”  

Easter is loving union with God. Easter is discovering forgiveness and transformation. 

Love overcame fear, grief, and exhaustion, motivating the women to go to the tomb. They were 

aware of the obstacle, a huge boulder, that sealed the tomb that they thought would block their 

access to Jesus; yet, they went anyway and found that the stone had already been rolled back. 

Are you afraid that something is blocking your way to Jesus? Afraid that some sin, shortcoming, 

weakness, failure, mistake, mess, or something or anything has blocked your way to Jesus. The 

apostle Paul states, “I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Jesus came to clean up 

the mess, Jesus rolls away every boulder, overcomes every obstacle, so Jesus can have a loving 

relationship with you.   

 The angel at the empty tomb said, “Jesus is not here. Go, for Jesus is going ahead of you 

to Galilee; there you will see Jesus, just as he told you.” There are so many ways to get stuck in 

the tomb, stuck in the past, stuck in death. Sometimes we are blinded by all that is wrong with 

the world and our lives, the heartbreak, the stench of the tomb leaving us barely able to see that 

the tomb is empty. Sometimes we get bogged down in the details analyzing the metaphysics, 

wondering how God raised Jesus from the dead or why Jesus loves us so much. Leave the tomb, 

enter the story, experience the transforming power of God’s love, live an Easter life.  

Pastor William Sloane Coffin said, “Easter has less to do with one person’s escape from 

the grave than with the victory of seemingly powerless love over loveless power. The empty 

tomb is as nothing compared to the fact that we are indeed forgiven.”  

What is the greater miracle, Jesus resurrection and one day our own resurrection with 

Jesus or the forgiveness of our sins and transformation of our lives today? Easter shows us that 

love never dies. Holy week reveals that love may be mocked, beaten, betrayed, disregarded, and 

left for dead, but God’s love always endures. All the beauty and goodness is resurrected and 

eternal. Jesus’ resurrection puts love in our hearts, pure thoughts in our minds, and enables our 

soul to soar. Jesus is risen to resurrect each of us to full life, abundant life, an Easter life.   

God is cleaning up the mess, transforming us. God totally forgives and sanitizes our past. 

Everyday is a fresh new day, a gift that God is hoping we will rejoice and be glad in, that we will 

explore and discover new ways to love and be loved.  

Steven James is tired about books, conferences, seminars, and shows that supposedly will 

change our life and writes, “A hernia will change your life. Swallowing two pounds of Ex-Lax 

will change your life. Getting bitten by a rabid dog will change your life. So will going bankrupt, 

joining a cult, or getting a tapeworm. All of these things are very life changing. Change is not 

always a good thing. What I need isn’t change from one thing to another but transformation from 

who I am into who I was meant to become. Only when God’s transforming power touches me 

can I begin to live the simpler, freer, fresher, more creative, more patient, more passionate, more 

sacrificial, riskier, rawer, more real, more love driven life God intended for me to have all along. 

That transformation is what awaits all who will dare to enter the story of God. And that’s why 

the disciples were filled with amazement and wonder on that first Easter day. God was begging 

to transform them. The truth was beginning to sink in. It rocked their world. Everything was 

backward. Death had lost its stranglehold on life. The hero had won after all. Whiplash after 



whiplash after whiplash. Nothing was as it seemed, but actually, everything was getting back to 

how it was supposed to be all along.”  

Pastor William ended his Easter sermon with a question, “So sisters and brothers, what 

are we going to do on this blustery, glorious Easter Day? God has done God’s part: resurrection 

has overcome crucifixion, forgiveness has overcome sin; our departed loved ones are at rest 

where we too shall be someday. Are we going to continue the illusion of a Good Friday world, or 

start living the reality of an Easter one?”  Jesus is alive and invites us to live an Easter life. Amen  


