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 Growing up I enjoyed taking the tractor down the lane, across the road on the dam for the lake, to the 

edge of our 40 acre woods, with my sister. Each of us would grab a 5-gallon bucket and hike into the dense 

woods. The ferns on the floor waved to us. The shade felt good on our skin. The rich woods’ aroma delighted. 

The birds sang to us. We made noise to scare away the black bears as we approached the center of the woods 

where years before loggers cut and debarked the trees. This central logging hub was flooded with light. There 

wild raspberries grew in abundance. I remember the raspberries towering above me as a little boy. The 

raspberries were thick covering about the size of a football field. The raspberries were plump, melted in my 

mouth, exploded with succulent goodness, dancing on my taste buds with sweet, juicy refreshment. Picking 

berries from the abundance was easy. Making noise, we would navigate through the dense berry patch on the 

paths left by the black bears. Delightfully-full we brought our bounty of berries back to my Mom. We worked 

together adding a few ingredients, filled mason jars, then boiled them in a huge pot. Once cooled, we stocked 

shelves full of delicious raspberry jam in the basement. We enjoyed the lasting fruit all year long. 

 Jesus said “I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit.” God has appointed you to leave a 

loving legacy. God promises love endures forever. You are appointed to impact the cosmos with love that will 

fill you with joy for eternity as you take each instance of love and savor it. Jesus says it is sort of like lasting 

fruit—sweet and delightful. It feels good to be loved, appreciated, to have someone ask us how we are doing 

then really listen for a true answer, to have someone delight in being with us. Jesus urges us to love one another. 

It is not always easy. Sometimes there are things like forgiveness and self-sacrifice that have to be added to the 

exchange, like sugar on sour fruit. Jesus says to love in a way that we give of our self, serving each other, 

willing to lay down our life for each other. Jesus’ desire is that we receive God’s abundant love and become so 

intertwined with extravagant love for each other that we produce lasting fruitful love.  

 Fruit nourishes us. Nutritionists tell us that we need several servings of fruits every day to keep our 

bodies healthy. God fills the earth with tasty fruit that is good for us. Fruit makes our bodies strong and protects 

us from disease. That fruit that lasts—love—is also nourishing. Love makes us stronger. Love protects us. 

When we love one another, we are protected from loneliness, fear, and hate. Love inspires us to be a joyful, 

beautiful person. Love inspires all that is good, pleasing, and glorious. Love strengthens us to overcome every 

obstacle.  

 Jesus said, John 15:1-27 (NLT) “I am the true grapevine, and God is the gardener. God cuts off 

every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and God prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they 

will produce even more. You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you. 

Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, 

and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me. “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who 

remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. Anyone 

who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered 

into a pile to be burned. But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything 

you want, and it will be granted! When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings 

great glory to God. “I have loved you even as God has loved me. Remain in my love. When you obey my 

commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey God’s commandments and remain in God’s love. I 

have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! This is my 



commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. There is no greater love than to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you 

slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you 

everything God told me. You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting 

fruit, so that God will give you whatever you ask for, using my name. This is my command: Love each 

other.” 

 This entire passage is interwoven with joy and lasting love like an intertwined grapevine producing 

lasting fruit. Use your imagination to more deeply appreciate the wonder and growing spiral of God’s love, our 

love for each other, God abiding in you and you abiding in God producing an ever growing abundance of 

eternal love. Imagine an intertwining  vine, abiding and loving, loving and abiding, the vine and branches circle 

around, twisting in and out producing an abundance of fruit. It is hard to tell one strand from another. We are 

bound together in love drawing loving life from the vine to live abundantly, filling the cosmos with joyful love.  

 God compassionately, mercifully, graciously prunes us. God sees all of each person’s goodness, beauty 

and potential, so God prunes redirecting invigorating nourishment, growing us to be perfect, glorious, and 

splendid. God prunes away mistakes, faults, sin, and guilt. God prunes away fear, hate, and regret. God prunes 

away our unhappiness. God prunes away the huge lie that satisfying our wants leads to happiness, that 

shopping, accumulating stuff, financial security leads to happiness. Most of us know this is a lie, resisting it, yet 

we are bombarded over and over that joy comes from having the right attire, education, car, house, physically-

fit body, and going on vacation. God prunes enabling us to learn that joy, love, and abundant life flow from 

God. God prunes enabling us to grow our love. God prunes so we discover that it is in losing parts of our life 

that we find our true life. God prunes, so we become eternal love. St. Irenaeus said, “The glory of God is a 

human being fully alive.” 

 A joyful wonder of the raspberry jam is on the coldest, darkest, drearist day of winter; a day when I was 

struggling to roll out of my warm bed; a day when the cold floor only momentarily jolted me awake. I would 

staggering down to the basement, grab a jar, unscrew the ring, pop of the lid, then the raspberry aroma would 

take me back to summer, the warm sun on my skin, swimming in the lake, playing with my sister, immersed in 

the love of my mom as we processed the raspberries together. In the bleak winter when the raspberry bushes 

were buried under snow, I was delighted by raspberry jam dancing on my taste buds. The nourishment of the 

fruit energized me for the day assuring me that warm fun would soon return.  

 Love is like lasting fruit. Whenever we give or receive love, a memory is produced. At any time we can 

navigate our shelves of loving memories, select a jar, and savor that love again nourishing our soul. God is 

filling us with loving memories. Jesus urges us to produce loving memories for each other.  

 When we receive God’s love, love each other, and savor our loving memories, we become joyful. Jesus 

teaches love so God’s joy will overflow in us. Joyful love will sustain us through every difficulty.  

 Today’s scripture is Jesus’ farewell discourse spoken before he would be betrayed, beaten, and 

crucified. Jesus knew joyful love would carry him through fear, hate, and death to glorious resurrection. Loving 

made the fully-human aspect of Jesus joyful, this joy enabled him to go forward even as he sweated blood in 

anguished prayer. Jesus savored loving memories of precious moments with Judas as he betrayed him. Jesus 

savored loving fishing memories with Peter as Peter denied him. Jesus savored loving memories of celebrating 

a wedding as he watched his mother cry. Jesus knew he would rejoice again with Judas, fish with Peter, and 

celebrate with his Mom in heaven. Jesus knew every instant of love endures forever.  

 The fully-human aspect of Jesus savored the joy of love. Loving passionately, extravagantly, fills us 

with joy. Love that is willing to die for another fills us with joy. Jesus endured the cross, so you can enjoy the 

love of God and one another for eternity. Joy is home. God created us in joy and for joy. God’s joyful love is 

making us whole, complete, and glorious.  



 Frederick Buechner says, "We are above all things loved, and people who know that and believe it and 

trust it should come together like people who have just won the Irish Sweepstakes.” 

 You will become more joyful than you have ever been if you receive love, share love, and savor love. 

We are appointed to embody joyful love to the world. Our love will leave a lasting legacy. God is joy. God 

delights in your joy. God cherishes laughter. God savors every instant of love as God preserves every love for 

all to joyfully savor for eternity. 

 In “The Great Dance” Frederick Buechner wrote “Joy is home. . . . God created us in joy and created us 

for joy, and in the long run not all the darkness there is in the world and in ourselves can separate us from that 

joy, because whatever else it means to say that God created us in God’s image, I think it means that even when 

we cannot believe in God, even when we feel most spiritually-bankrupt and deserted by God, God’s mark is 

deep within us. We have God’s joy in our blood.”  Joy is home. Jesus is saying these things to you so God’s joy 

may be in you and your joy will overflow. Amen     

 

 

 

 

 


