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 Who reveals unity, love and glorifying? Perhaps a school; teachers, administrators, 

custodians, the school board and parents unite together to teach, build up and glorify the 

students. Perhaps an orchestra; musicians, sound technicians, instrument makers, the 

director unite together to produce a glorious sound. Perhaps a workplace; people with 

many different skills unite together, affirm, glorify each other’s ability producing a 

glorious service or product. Perhaps a sporting event; spectators, vendors, police, 

workers, transportation providers unite together to get everyone into the stadium where 

the diverse crowd unites together to cheer and give glory to their team. Perhaps the team 

itself; players, coaches, trainers, unite together bringing glory by fine-tuning their skills 

and unity to play together as one.  

 Jesus prays for us unity, love and glory. Our model to strive for is our Triune God. 

Three distinct persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, each with different roles, unique 

characteristics, yet unity by love and glorifying each other perfectly to forever exist as 

one. Unity is not uniformity, each member of the Trinity has a unique being and role; 

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. Each member affirms, honors and glorifies the other 

with love sustaining perfect unity, togetherness and oneness. When Jesus heals he gives 

credit, honor and glory to his Father. When Jesus eats a meal he gives thanks and glory to 

his Father. When Jesus desires to fill the disciples and us with peace, joy and love Jesus 

calls upon and glorifies the Holy Spirit. When Jesus wants us to feel God’s presence, be 

comforted, renewed and invigorated Jesus calls upon and glorifies the Holy Spirit. God’s 

voice declares from the heavens to glorify Jesus, this is my son with whom I am well 

pleased. Upon Jesus birth and resurrection God sent angels to glorify, to reveal God’s 

delight in God’s only son. God glorifies the Holy Spirit by proclaiming the Holy Spirit’s 

breath that transformed dirt into us, humankind, good. God glorifies the Holy Spirit by 

honoring the Holy Spirits ability to translate our feelings, thoughts and whims into 

prayer, by speaking to us through the still small voice of the Holy Spirit, the master 

communicator. The Holy Spirit loves in our heart, soul and being to spark our worship, to 

give all praise honor and glory to God. The Holy Spirit created the cosmos and sustains 

everything a continual applause for the glory of God’s creativity. The Holy Spirit filled 

the fully human Jesus with the love, joy, peace and glory of heaven. The Holy Spirit 

guided, taught and nurtured Jesus enabling Jesus to shine with glory. Examine closely 



any scripture, or any moment when you experience God, that is any time you are filled 

with love, joy, peace or wonder, and you will perceive all three members of God loving 

and glorify. Yet God is perfect unity so whenever you perceive one member you are 

perceiving all three.  

 Jesus prays for us the unity, glorifying and love of the Trinity. The gospel of John 

reveal’s Jesus prayer for all of us. John 17:20-26 (NLT) “I am praying not only for 

these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their message. I 

pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, 

and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me. “I 

have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. I am in 

them and you are in me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world will 

know that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love me. Father, I 

want these whom you have given me to be with me where I am. Then they can see all 

the glory you gave me because you loved me even before the world began! “O 

righteous Father, the world doesn’t know you, but I do; and these disciples know 

you sent me. I have revealed you to them, and I will continue to do so. Then your 

love for me will be in them, and I will be in them.” 

 Janet Ramsey writes. “We misunderstand the word “unity” claiming that it means 

overlooking differences. Rather than love we choose to split off into either emotional 

fusion or complete separateness. Rather than a Trinity of love and peace, we form 

triangulations of hatred and war. Because we cannot differentiate and individuate, we 

cannot remain calm in anxious times and we misuse the legitimate power that has been 

granted us.” 

 Interrupting the silence writes. “Jesus does not pray for our tolerance, our getting 

along, or just being nice to each other. Jesus does not even pray that our differences 

would be eliminated. Instead Jesus prays for our oneness. Jesus prays that we would be 

one as he and the Father are one so that our oneness would be the revelation of God’s 

presence to 

the world. Oneness in the midst of difference becomes a sacramental presence of God’s 

life in the world. That does not mean, however, that we lose our identity or individuality. 

Jesus does not stop being Jesus and the Father stop being the Father because they are one. 

Oneness is less about numbers and quantity and more qualitative. Jesus and the Father are 

one because they love and give themselves to each other. Oneness is a quality of life— 



God’s life. Jesus’ prayer for oneness is ultimately that we would be and live like God. 

Oneness is not about eliminating differences. It is about love. Love is the only thing that 

can ever overcome division.” 

 Christian worship is a mystery of unity, love and glorification. We come together 

from different backgrounds, different experiences, different ideas, different beliefs to 

celebrate our wonderful, loving, gracious, Triune God. In God we become one, yet each 

person remains distinct. God loves our individuality to much to make us all the same. I 

need what you know about God to keep my perception of God expanding. We need each 

other’s viewpoints because none of us sees God fully, none of us fully understand 

scripture, none of us, alone, have all the right beliefs. United, sharing, glorifying we 

glimpse more of God than any individual can on their own.  

 We grow in unity and love when we glorify God and another by listening to 

another. God made them unique, with an ability to perceive a facet of God that none of 

the rest of us can see, with an ability to love and serve in a way that none of the rest of us 

can love or serve. Their sharing will seem strange, crazy, even incorrect, because it will 

be different than the rest of us and our experiences. Unity is not about becoming like each 

other or even agreeing on uniform beliefs, rather appreciating each other and expanding 

our experiences of God by sharing our God sightings, loving and serving together.  

 God is revealing Godself all around us, in us and through us. Glorify God by 

sharing your God sightings, the ways you experience God. Today is Mother’s day some 

of us experience God through a mother or grandmother. Some of us through nature, some 

through work, some through friends and family, some through reading, some through 

spiritual practices, some through sports. The ways to experience God are as many and 

varied as all the people that will ever live. Whenever we share our experiences of God all 

of us experience more of God.   

 Our complimentary lectionary scripture reveals how Paul and Silas lived the unity, 

glorifying and love that Jesus prayed for them and us. Acts 16:16-34 “One day as we 

were going down to the place of prayer, we met a demon-possessed slave girl. She 

was a fortune-teller who earned a lot of money for her masters. She followed Paul 

and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, and 

they have come to tell you how to be saved.” This went on day after day until Paul 

got so exasperated that he turned and said to the demon within her, “I command 

you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And instantly it left her. Her 

masters’ hopes of wealth were now shattered, so they grabbed Paul and Silas and 

dragged them before the authorities at the marketplace. “The whole city is in an 



uproar because of these Jews!” they shouted to the city officials. “They are teaching 

customs that are illegal for us Romans to practice.” A mob quickly formed against 

Paul and Silas, and the city officials ordered them stripped and beaten with wooden 

rods. They were severely beaten, and then they were thrown into prison. The jailer 

was ordered to make sure they didn’t escape. So the jailer put them into the inner 

dungeon and clamped their feet in the stocks. Around midnight Paul and Silas were 

praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening. 

Suddenly, there was a massive earthquake, and the prison was shaken to its 

foundations. All the doors immediately flew open, and the chains of every prisoner 

fell off! The jailer woke up to see the prison doors wide open. He assumed the 

prisoners had escaped, so he drew his sword to kill himself. But Paul shouted to 

him, “Stop! Don’t kill yourself! We are all here!” The jailer called for lights and ran 

to the dungeon and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought 

them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They replied, “Believe in 

the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, along with everyone in your household.” And 

they shared the word of the Lord with him and with all who lived in his household. 

Even at that hour of the night, the jailer cared for them and washed their wounds. 

Then he and everyone in his household were immediately baptized. He brought 

them into his house and set a meal before them, and he and his entire household 

rejoiced because they all believed in God.” 

Walter Brueggemann writes. “The Acts narrative has all the ingredients for a 

greedy, self-deceiving, status quo society: There is a used slave-girl fortuneteller who 

thinks that the future is all fated and can be programmed with certitude. There are money-

making exploiters, the banker-pimps who use the innocent fortune-teller to generate 

private wealth. There are the magistrates who use their authority to maintain the status 

quo and prevent any social “disturbance.” And there’s a prison that is a social statement 

about power and order that constitutes a threat to any who act “outside the box.” Into the 

midst of these “fixtures” of a stable society come the apostles who assert an alternative 

“way of salvation”. The new way of well-being exposes all their old ways as failed 

frauds. In reaction to such news, the magistrates by decree and the mob by violence try to 

stop the news of “another way.” But, we are told, “suddenly” all the fixtures of shut-

down control are shattered. The text makes no direct connection between the news and 

the quake. It only lets us imagine that God’s new power is on the move. It’s no wonder 

that the ones who know, sing and pray and praise and praise. We praise because we know 



the prison houses of fear cannot contain this God who gives “life and breath and all 

things”  

Paul and Silas were not overwhelmed with fear, bitterness or frustration over their 

misfortune. They did not become cynical, lament the apparent limitations of the church or 

complain. Instead they overcame hate with love, legalism with grace, bleak 

circumstances with singing, imprisonment with rejoicing, hostility with patience, 

injustice with service. Paul and Silas united together and united with God. They glorified 

each other and God by healing and setting free the enslaved girl. They glorified God by 

loving the people behind the corrupt system that put them in prison. They glorified God 

by worshiping God praying and singing. They glorified God by telling the jailor about 

Jesus and baptizing him and his family. They glorified God living unity and love likely 

inspiring numerous bystanders. Paul and Silas were living Jesus’ prayer striving to bring 

all people together in unity, love and glorifying.  

Two brothers were sons of a farmer and lived their entire lives on the farm. Even 

when they grew up and were married, they remained on the farm to help their father. 

Both loved their wives very much. The older son had many children, and his house was 

always filled with laughter. Every night, when he and his wife prayed, they thanked God 

for a house full of blessings. The younger son and his wife were just as devoted and 

happy. But his wife died giving birth to their only child. The younger son dearly loved 

the little child, never marrying again. Every night when he prayed, he told God how he 

was so thankful for this child, this reminder of his wife’s love. Eventually the father of 

the two boys died, and they decided to continue to farm together. Every fall they 

harvested wheat and bagged it in great gunny sacks which they split, along with all other 

aspects of the business, equally. But the older brother was troubled about this. He worried 

about his younger brother, and the sacrifices he had to make while his own house was so 

full of blessing. He asked God for a way to give his brother a little of his joy. And he 

finally decided, if he could not share his joy, at least he could share some of his grain. So, 

after dark, he went out every night to his barn, hoisted a gunny sack of wheat on his 

shoulder, an hauled it down to his younger brother’s barn. Then, one night, as he was 

hauling a bag down to his brother’s place, he came face to face with his brother, who was 

also hauling a sack of flour in the other direction. "What are you doing?" he asked him. 

The younger brother answered, "Well, I have to confess that, every night for many nights 

I have laid awake at night praying for you. I worry about you and your wife and how you 

are able to feed all those hungry children and clothe them. And I thought of myself and 

the blessing I have in my own life, and wanted to share some of my joy with you." 



Two distinct individuals living in a different house, with different families, 

different circumstances, different gifts, different personalities, yet united in love and 

gratitude, striving to glorify God and glorify each other. Triune God help us live into 

your prayer, help us live in unity and love, enable us to glorify each other and you. Amen 

  


