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The road to Emmaus is a story about journeying with the Risen Jesus. It is a story of 

opening our hearts to receive and give. It is a story of the ups and downs of life, about seeing 

anew, about showing hospitality and love flowing from the grace of God. 

The two walking to Emmaus were devastated. They put all their faith and hope in Jesus. 

They invested everything in following Jesus. On the cross all of their hopes, aspirations, beliefs 

and trust that God’s love is transforming the world died. Jesus their best friend, mentor, and 

guide is dead.  

What were they talking about as they walked? They thought all their good times were in 

the past. They were not walking toward the next chapter. They were walking back to the past to 

the time before Jesus – to the time before they believed Jesus could heal, welcome, and complete 

every person and every relationship with eternal love – before they believed that Jesus and they 

would live forever in the glory of heaven. The road to Emmaus is the route we take when we 

give up on our dreams, when we see the ugliness of the world and not how everyone and 

everything will be resurrected in glory. The road to Emmaus is the route we take when we are 

overwhelmed with grief from death, when we are crushed by concerns, fears, anxiety, or hate. 

Jesus always is with us as we journey through this wasteland. 

The road to Emmaus is the story of each of us. It is a wonderful Easter story. It proclaims 

in the midst of discouragement, even when we are still in shock from something terrible that has 

happened, resurrection life comes. Resurrection life walks with us. Resurrection life listens, has 

compassion, wipes away our tears, and gives us a glimpse of our glorious future. Resurrection 

life encourages us, gives us hopes, worships with us, and sits down to break bread and drink 

juice with us. Resurrection life gives us a transcendent moment when we perceive God and leave 

rejoicing. 

Pastor Kathleen Billman wrote. “When hopes are shattered, the presence of even one 

traveling companion who participates with us in shock and sorrow helps us put one unsteady foot 

in front of another. When we cannot make sense of the events that have happened, Christ often 

first appears (unrecognized at first) as the one who inquires about our lives—who listens and 

engages us in conversation. We crave a living Word, and when it is offered our hearts begin to 

come back to life and ‘burn within us.’ Invited to the table, where bread is blessed and broken 

and shared, we recognize at last the one who knits us together and restores our common life; our 

trembling trust that death and hopelessness are not ever God’s last word to us. The glimpse may 

be fleeting, but the story must be told, again and again. It is our shared narrative of hope.”  

As we listen to scripture notice the receiving and giving. At first they are trapped in the 

past, filled with self-pity and doubt. It is hard to recognize anything in this state. Jesus opens 

their hearts, enables them to see different perspectives, loves them, blesses them, enables them to 

receive, rewriting their story which inspires them to give. 

Luke 24:13-35 “Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these 

things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near 



and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And Jesus said to 

them, "What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?" They stood still, 

looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only 

stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 

days?" Jesus asked them, "What things?" They replied, "The things about Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and 

how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified 

him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is 

now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group 

astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his 

body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who 

said that Jesus was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it 

just as the women had said; but they did not see Jesus." Then Jesus said to them, "Oh, how 

foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it 

not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?" 

Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, Jesus interpreted to them the things 

about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to which they were going, 

Jesus walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with 

us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over." So Jesus went in to stay 

with them. When Jesus was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 

gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished 

from their sight. They said to each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he 

was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?" That same hour 

they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions 

gathered together. They were saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and Jesus has appeared 

to Simon!" Then they told what had happened on the road, and how Jesus had been made 

known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

Pastor Joshua Brown said. “That is what Easter is all about. Jesus came and found them 

and talked with them and befriended them, until they realized who he was.” The Risen Jesus is 

with each of us. The resurrected Jesus is exactly who we need him to be for each of us.  

The story begins with receiving, seeing, perceiving God. What scriptures resonate with 

you? What scriptures perplex you, draw you, seem to invite you? Reread these scriptures, write 

them in a journal, post them where you will see them, memorize them. The Risen Jesus is 

speaking through these scriptures to you. 

Who does Jesus speak through in your daily life? Who listens to you then enables you to 

see from different perspectives? Who shares their faith with you, wrestles with questions with 

you and encourages your faith? Who gives a bounce in your step, a smile, a desire to cherish 

joyful life? Who opens your heart to receive from God? 

Where do feel God? What activities, hobbies, experiences open your senses to God? 

The Risen Jesus is with you in scripture, in people and in creation. Receive through your 

mind and heart God’s burning, blazing, shaping, redeeming, refining and invigorating love. 

On our roads to Emmaus the Risen Jesus invites us to move beyond the limits of this 

world, beyond seeing merely the human and natural dimensions of life. The Risen Jesus invites 

us to experience something greater than ourselves, who moves us to see anew, moving us into 

resurrection life, giving us glimpses of the supernatural. The Risen Jesus is life giving, creative 

and breaks through even the worst mess to fill us with hope.  



In the Road to Emmaus account, scripture, people, and creation caused their hearts to 

awaken, to burn with love; however, they still did not recognize Jesus or God’s activity in their 

lives. However they were inspired, filled with enough love to provide hospitality, to care for the 

stranger, to serve another. Again and again throughout the Bible, those who provided hospitality 

discover God and received a blessing.  

It was not convenient for these two to provide hospitality. They are exhausted, have 

limited resources, are in emotional distress and just want to go to bed; yet, they host Jesus. The 

hospitality of others is often the doorway to grace. Hospitality expresses vulnerability, 

welcoming a stranger, giving your time and money, serving others is risky. However often when 

we provide hospitality we receive hospitality, when we bless another we receive a blessing. 

Because of their hospitality, they recognized Jesus shifting from host to guest.  

Often when I serve, I receive an unexpected blessing. When I repair a person’s house, the 

resident blesses me. Perhaps to savor grace you need to be gracious. Is this true for other 

blessings? To marvel in being loved you need to love. To appreciate service you need to serve. 

To rejoice in a gift you need to give gifts.  

Our scripture couples receiving and giving together. The giving of hospitality coupled 

with the receiving of scripture revealed Jesus. The church, worship, strives to couple receiving 

and giving together. We receive by exploring scripture, sharing God sightings, praying for each 

other, loving one another, pointing out what God is doing in each other lives. We give by 

providing hospitality, giving and serving. Mission Palooza celebrates an abundance of ways we 

give. In a surprising twist our giving opens us to even greater receiving to grandeur blessings.  

Pastor Gail Ricciuti wrote. “Luke’s report is a kind of template for each weekly gathering 

of the church: we walk with each other, discuss the things that have transpired in our lives, raise 

theological questions about what has transpired, reiterate our hopes and get “course corrected” 

by the scriptures and we sit at table together where our eyes are opened again and again. In our 

best moments on this sacred journey we see clearly what and whom we have known and the 

realization moves us missionally toward the world to find other companions and to tell what we 

have discovered.”  

The Emmaus story invites us to receive and to give. It invites us to celebrate receiving 

and giving in worship. It invites us to marvel and wonder in the glory of Easter. The Risen Jesus 

is walking with each of us and with everyone. The Risen Jesus illumines every darkness with 

everlasting light. The Risen Jesus is bringing eternal life from every form of death. Amen. 

Today after worship everyone will receive 10 $1 bills. You are invited to give that money 

to your favorite mission or missions. You can give all 10 dollars to one mission or a dollar to ten 

missions or any combination in between. If you want to give more you are welcome to give from 

your own money. In the Gathering space there are bags representing different missions which are 

described in our mission booklet. If your favorite mission is not listed then write down the name 

of that mission and place that name and the amount you will give to that mission in the “Other 

Missions” bag. The Outreach Commission will tabulate the amounts given to each mission. We 

will then focus our giving on the missions that the majority of us support.   

 

 


