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Jesus was talking to farmers and people closely related to farmers. As a former farmer two words 

immediately jump out. Mark 4:26 “The Kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground,” The words “someone” and “scatter” are shocking. We never, under any circumstances, scattered seed 

on the ground. Our most precious crop was alfalfa. The seed cost $9 per pound. We spent three years planting 

corn to ready the field for the alfalfa planting. Throughout those three years we worked to remove the weeds 

from the field. On the fourth year we precisely cultivated the soil making sure the field was level. The seed was 

planted at a specific depth at a specific rate. The tractor had custom tires to reduce soil compaction. Behind the 

planter was a cultipacker that we adjusted with weights to the moisture level, soil structure, and soil type. 

Alfalfa was planted with a cover crop to protect it. When the Alfalfa was hardy enough, the cover crop was 

removed at just the right height to provide protecting stubble yet low enough for sun to provide nourishment. 

The Alfalfa was fertilized. The entire first year was devoted to pampering the Alfalfa, to get it strong enough to 

harvest the next four years. Even once established, the timing of the harvests were carefully calculated based on 

nutritional value and the alfalfa’s root reserve. To obtain a good harvest alfalfa is not scattered by someone 

rather it is planted by an experienced, educated farmer.   

Jesus initial audience knew about proper planting. They would have realized this parable is about grace, 

abundance and God transforming the world. The Kingdom of God, the spreading of God’s love, joy, peace, 

wholeness, healing, belonging is as if someone, anyone, everyone. You do not need training, experience, 

wisdom, or a degree. You do not need to be a pastor, elder, deacon, scribe, or Pharisee. You can be young, 

senior, rich, poor, popular, or outcast. Anyone and everyone from the least to the greatest can scatter seed.   

The seed is abundant, so it can be scattered with no concern about birds, wind, tilling the soil etc… The 

abundant seed is to be wildly, lavishly scattered everywhere.  

In the parable, the someone does not know anything about the seed, the plant, farming, or harvesting. 

The someone does not do anything to nurture the seed. God grows the seed. All the person does is enjoy the 

harvest.    

Mark 4:26-32 Jesus said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 

and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, they do not know how. The 

earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain 

is ripe, at once they go in with their sickle, because the harvest has come." 

The parable of the self-growing seed describes awe inspiring growth of love, joy, and goodness by 

Divine mystery, not dependent on human effort. The seeds of the Kingdom of God are already everywhere and 

within you, me, and everyone but by in large we do not see them. Jesus shared parables to help us see the seeds 

in shepherds, treasures hidden in fields, marriage banquets, gracious parents, mended garments, lamps, builders, 

forgiven debts, watchful servants, yeast, pearls, fishing, found sheep, good samaritans, invitations to grand 

banquets, found coins, faithful stewards, living water, persistent widows, fresh bread, people who nurture their 

gifts, laden fruit trees growing by rivers and vines connected to the branch bearing fruit.  

The Japanese farmer Mananobu Fukokoa says that “the purpose of farming is not the growing of crops, 

but the cultivation and perfection of human beings. I am aware of earth farming me. Each seed presents us with 



a cosmic mystery: the seed falls to the ground to die, the scatteror sleeps, and one day rises to see that death, 

transformation and resurrection have taken place.”  

The seed buried in the ground is transformed into a plant more wonderfully vibrant than you could 

imagine if you only ever saw the seed. We are confined preresurrection seeds being transformed into glory 

beyond our grandest dream. The entire cosmos is only a dull preresurrection seed being transformed into 

majesty grandeur than our most splendid vision. 

The abundance produced from seeds on the farm still amazes me. Every year we would plant a couple of 

pick-up trucks full of seeds, around a ton, and spend the entire summer harvesting 580 forage wagons of 

feedstuffs around 3,500 tons. 

God grows the abundant, glorious kingdom of God from the seeds you scatter in your daily life. 

Sometimes life seems random, our weeks are varied, abounding with seemingly small choices that one may 

perceive to have little effect. Jesus proclaims your choices, even the smallest most mundane choice is a seed, 

that if a loving choice, God is growing into a magnificent, eternal blessing. This parable reveals the ultimate 

crop insurance. An abundant crop is guaranteed. If we plant weeds with poor choices, God’s grace will forgive 

and in time weed out the brokenness caused by our poor choices. Every loving choice God grows into an 

abundant blessing. A daily word of gratitude grows into a fulfilling marriage. A hug grows into a sense of 

cherished belonging. A visit grows into an inspiring relationship. A job well done grows into the betterment of 

society. An affirming word grows into a person sharing their talents. A prayer grows into a transformed person. 

An item recycled grows into more resources to share. A listening ear grows into a fresh perspective. A joyful 

smile grows into celebration of life. A compassionate nod grows into a sense of community. A bus ride grows 

into a greener planet. A gift grows into multiple paid forward blessings. An education grows into a bright 

future. Each of us is constantly scattering seeds that God is growing. Seemingly small investments God grows 

into grand returns. As we survey the calendar, we may wonder how God is present, yet God is there weeding 

out the bad seeds we scattered and nurturing every good seed. Jesus is inviting us to delight in the surprising 

unearned bounty of our seed scattering.  

The abundance produced from the seeds my parents scattered in the lives of our farm employees 

continues to amaze me. My parents believed in giving people multiple chances. As long as a person was trying, 

my parents would try to help them. The community perceived their grace. Over the years several of the 

employees came from troubled backgrounds with bad habits. A few of them were referred to my parents by the 

school superintendent after an incident; one was referred to us by the police. My parents gave them a job which 

included room and board. They lived with us. We ate meals together. My parents were clear with their rules and 

expectations. They pointed out where one was failing short, and then encouraged them to do better. They were 

quick to affirm accomplishments and lavish in thanks for successes. Instead of lecturing, my parents modeled 

behavior. Every week they would offer to give the employee a ride to church. Some never went. One came after 

two years. One went regularly. As they worked together, my Dad did a lot of listening as they would complain 

about all the raw deals life dealt them. After they vented, my Dad usually asked a question such as: How would 

the situation be different if you acted differently? What kind of future do you want? How are you going to get 

there? Over dinner sometimes my Mom was fiery pointing out one’s mistake; but then quick to say we all make 

mistakes, so how are you going to make amends and make a better choice next time. My parents planted an 

abundance of seeds. Sometimes I felt the employees were taking advantage of my parents’ gracious generosity. 

Sometimes I was jealous that my parents were not more gracious and generous with me. In college as I 

reviewed the accounts with my economics education, it was clear that my parents seed scattering in the lives of 

these employees were hurting the farm’s profit. At my mom’s funeral several of these past employees sought 

me out, sharing how the seeds scattered by my parents in them changed their lives. My mom had her doubts 

about her gracious, generosity. Now in heaven she is celebrating the abundant harvest of her loving choices.  



Mark 4:26-32 “Jesus said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, they do not know 

how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when 

the grain is ripe, at once they go in with their sickle, because the harvest has come." Jesus also said, 

"With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard 

seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it 

grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the 

air can make nests in its shade." 

The rest of this message comes from Hugh Eichelberger. “What are you excited about today? Are you 

excited about the growth that is taking place in your life? Are you excited about the opportunities for service 

and good deeds that exist all around you? Are you excited about the variety of possibilities that the future holds 

for you? What gives your life energy and enthusiasm? 

The unfortunate fact is that a great many people are not excited about much of anything. In fact, many 

people are living lives that are crippled by cynicism, despair, and depression.” 

Hugh continues, “I had the opportunity to attend a workshop on consultation. It was designed for people 

who were working with organizations to help these organizations discover their strengths and potential. At the 

beginning of the workshop, the leader asked us to finish this sentence: "The thing that is wrong with most 

organizations is..." Then he said, "The answer that you have just given to this sentence is what you will be 

looking for before you begin to work with a group. That is your perceptual screen. If you are not careful, you 

will simply spend your time looking for evidence to justify the conclusion that you have already reached about 

most organizations." 

That was an important lesson for me. Not only are we likely to find what we are looking for in 

organizations, but we are also likely to find what we are looking for in life. If I believe that people are "no damn 

good," I can find ample evidence for that. If I believe that nobody should be trusted, I can find lots of data to 

justify that position. 

Jesus lived His life with a perspective that was markedly different from most of the folk with whom He 

came in contact. The thrust of His gospel was an invitation to view self, others, and the world in the light of 

God's love, power, and justice. 

One of the things that characterized the ministry of Jesus was His ability to see beyond the appearance to 

the possibility. He viewed others, not so much in terms of what they were, but in terms of what they would 

become as a result of the liberating power of God's love. An ordinary fisherman became the rock on which the 

church would be built. A dishonest tax collector becomes a trusted friend and disciple. Outsiders are invited to 

be leaders. The unclean are restored to fellowship. The hopelessly ill are made well again. An angry Pharisee 

who is a persecutor of the church becomes the apostle to the gentiles. 

People who heard and believed the good news of the gospel were liberated from the prison of a negative 

perspective and given instead a perspective of possibility through the transforming power and liberating love of 

God. Good things are possible not because of our own efforts but because of the redemptive power of God. 

When Jesus tells His listeners that the Kingdom of God is like a grain of mustard seed which is the 

smallest seed on earth but which becomes the greatest of all shrubs, He is inviting men and women to look at 

the world with new eyes. 

If you believe that this is how God does things, then what will you do? You will begin to look for the 

mustard seeds. You will look for the first signs of this kingdom with faith and optimism. You will not be too 

quick to dismiss the small and insignificant. You will not give up on yourself, on others, on the church, or even 

on the world just because you see many signs of sin and brokenness. Rather, you will believe in God's 

possibilities even if the evidence is as tiny as a mustard seed. 



To believe this is to receive the gift of a new perspective on yourself. Your Faith may be no larger than a 

grain of mustard seed, but if you take it seriously and use it then you can move mountains. You are doing great 

things when you scatter seeds of love, generosity, mercy, and kindness, that God has put within you. 

The invitation to repent is an invitation to let go of the old perspective and be open to receive the gift of 

new vision. This is not only a new vision of yourself, but also a new vision of the future. 

The parable of the mustard seed reminds us that God's beginnings may be small, but God’s results are 

great. The task of the church is to look for the signs of the kingdom which may be no larger than a mustard 

seed; to live and love with a new perspective; and to offer that perspective in the name of God to men and 

women caught in the bondage of disappointment about life and in prisons of negative thinking. 

Jesus Christ has called you to be God’s disciple. No matter what your situation or condition, God has 

something important for you to do. Believe that and it will change how you think and how you live in the world. 

Believe that and you will receive a new enthusiasm and excitement about life. Believe that and you and the 

world will be different.” Amen 

 


