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 What is God doing about suffering? What is God doing about natural disasters, 

accidents, disease, violence, war, and all the mess here on earth? Why are the innocent, 

children, and loving people struck with calamities? How can these three truths exist: God 

is perfect love, God is all powerful, and yet suffering exists? In all of our scriptures 

today, God steps in transforming the situation bringing life from death. These scriptures 

raise a lot more questions than answers. Perhaps we need to wrestle with them, like Jacob 

wrestled, until he was transformed into a different person, Israel? 

 C. S. Lewis wrote. “Christianity seems at first to be about morality, rules, guilt and 

virtue, yet it leads you out of that, into something beyond.” 

 A horrible natural disaster, a multi year drought, engulfed the entire region. People 

were dying of starvation. Even the prophet Elijah was dying for lack of food. 1 Kings 

17:8-24 “Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah, saying, "Go now to 

Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow 

there to feed you." So Elijah set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the 

gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, 

"Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink." As she was going to bring 

it, he called to her and said, "Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand." But she 

said, "As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in 

a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go 

home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die." Elijah said 

to her, "Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake 

of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. 



For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and 

the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth." She 

went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many 

days. The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to 

the word of the LORD that God spoke by Elijah. After this the son of the woman, 

the mistress of the house, became ill; his illness was so severe that there was no 

breath left in him. She then said to Elijah, "What have you against me, O man of 

God? You have come to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to cause the death 

of my son!" But Elijah said to her, "Give me your son." Elijah took him from her 

bosom, carried him up into the upper chamber where he was lodging, and laid him 

on his own bed. Elijah cried out to the LORD, "O LORD my God, have you brought 

calamity even upon the widow with whom I am staying, by killing her son?" Then 

Elijah stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried out to the LORD, "O 

LORD my God, let this child's life come into him again." The LORD listened to the 

voice of Elijah; the life of the child came into him again, and he revived. Elijah took 

the child, brought him down from the upper chamber into the house, and gave him 

to his mother; then Elijah said, "See, your son is alive." So the woman said to 

Elijah, "Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in 

your mouth is truth." 

 God is doing many wonderful and hopeful things in the midst of this natural 

disaster. God is bringing abundance out of scarcity. The few sticks, meager amount of 

meal, and few drops of oil never run out. Every day there is enough for another meal. 

God brought life from death. The ill dead boy is revived to full life.  

 But what about the widows, people, children over the next hill whose meal ran out 

and starved to death? What about all the other children that became ill and died? 

 The church and theologians have always wrestled with these issues. How can a 

loving all powerful God allow bad things and suffering to happen? Scripture tells us 



things were not always this way. In the beginning everything was good. Everyone and 

everything lived forever in paradise, enjoying perfect harmony with God in Eden. Our 

ancestors disobeyed and brought disorder, chaos and death into God’s creation. Yet how 

could there be a source of evil, the serpent, temptation in Eden? Can all the bad things 

happening in the world today be traced back to sinful choices throughout history? Is God 

obligated to allow many of the consequences of humanities poor choices in order to 

continue to give us free will? Is it really love if there are no risks? Is it true love if you are 

compelled? The more we wrestle the more questions emerge.  

There are a few responses that are sometimes said that don’t fit with my perception of our 

loving God. God will not give someone more than they can handle. So the more loving, 

stronger and faithful the person the more God puts them through. I do not believe that 

God sends us trails, temptations and calamities to test us. This simply does not fit with 

my perception of an all loving God. Other variations of this are, one gets what they 

deserve, Job’s friends rationalized Job’s situation this way and God told them they were 

wrong. “Jesus who sinned this man or his parents that he is in this awful condition?” 

Jesus answered, “neither”. Perhaps it is better for us to admit that we do not have a clue 

regarding the why for any of the mess on earth or in our lives.  Did the widow and her 

child do something that God stepped in to save them? The only thing scripture tells us 

about the widow is she is afraid, depressed and helpless. When her son dies she becomes 

angry at Elijah and God. Does righteous anger and or questioning led to transformation?   

Henri Nouwen wrote. “God is a god of abundance, not a god of scarcity. Jesus reveals to 

us God's abundance when Jesus offers so much bread to the people that there are twelve 

large baskets with leftover scraps and when Jesus makes his disciples catch so many fish 

that their boat nearly sinks. God doesn't give us just enough. God gives us more than 

enough: more bread and fish than we can eat, more love than we dared to ask for. God is 

a generous giver, but we can only see and enjoy God's generosity when we love God with 

all of our hearts, minds and strength. As long as we say, "I will love you, God, but first 



show me your generosity," we will remain distant from God and unable to experience 

what God truly wants to give us, which is life and life in abundance.”  

What do you think? Henri Nouwen is an exceptional theologian, certainly much more 

experienced and wiser than I. I too believe God is a God of abundance and God is a 

generous giver. I am not so sure that when we love we will always see God’s abundance 

and generosity. I am not so sure that when we love we will have abundant life. Awful 

things, scarcity, happens to loving people. Of course everything negative is temporarily, 

existing only on earth, yet a lifetime dealing with some tragedy is a really long, 

miserable, time.  

Perhaps we can find some answers in the rest of our scriptures. Psalm 146 “Praise the 

LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will 

sing praises to my God all my life long. Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, 

in whom there is no help. When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on 

that very day their plans perish. Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 

whose hope is in the LORD their God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 

that is in them; who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who 

gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the 

eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves 

the righteous. The LORD watches over the strangers; God upholds the orphan and 

the widow, but the way of the wicked God brings to ruin. The LORD will reign 

forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the LORD! 

Psalm 146 reveals how we can be Godly people, that is how we can bring God’s loving 

power into desperate situations, by prayer coupled with action. We are to praise God and 

provide justice and give food. Psalm 146 seems to suggest that prayer alone is not 

enough. If you want to bring God’s loving power to a violent situation couple prayer with 

advocating for a loving, nurturing environment so we rid the world of the circumstances 



that caused a person to become violent. If you want to bring God’s loving power to a 

natural disaster pray and make a donation to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance or go help.  

The suffering and mess in our lives became so great that God became human in Jesus to 

help us. Luke 7:11-17 “Soon afterwards Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his 

disciples and a large crowd went with him. As Jesus approached the gate of the 

town, a man who had died was being carried out. He was his mother's only son, and 

she was a widow; and with her was a large crowd from the town. When the Lord 

saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, "Do not weep." Then Jesus 

came forward and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And Jesus said, 

"Young man, I say to you, rise!" The dead man sat up and began to speak, and 

Jesus gave him to his mother. Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God, 

saying, "A great prophet has risen among us!" and "God has looked favorably on 

God’s people!" This word about Jesus spread throughout Judea and all the 

surrounding country. 

Why doesn’t Jesus heal everyone immediately? Why doesn’t everyone live a full life? 

What is a full life? Is it years or some quality?  

The suffering and mess in our lives became so great that God transformed Saul into Paul 

to guide us. Galatians 1:11-24 The Apostle Paul wrote. “For I want you to know, 

brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of human 

origin; for I did not receive it from a human source, nor was I taught it, but I 

received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. You have heard, no doubt, of my 

earlier life in Judaism. I was violently persecuting the church of God and was trying 

to destroy it. I advanced in Judaism beyond many among my people of the same 

age, for I was far more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. But when God, 

who had set me apart before I was born and called me through God’s grace, was 

pleased to reveal God’s Son to me, so that I might proclaim Jesus among the 

Gentiles, I did not confer with any human being, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to 



those who were already apostles before me, but I went away at once into Arabia, 

and afterwards I returned to Damascus. Then after three years I did go up to 

Jerusalem to visit Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days; but I did not see any 

other apostle except James the Lord's brother. In what I am writing to you, before 

God, I do not lie! Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia, and I was still 

unknown by sight to the churches of Judea that are in Christ; they only heard it 

said, "The one who formerly was persecuting us is now proclaiming the faith he 

once tried to destroy." And they glorified God because of me.” 

Why did Saul kill all those Christians? Why did Saul break up all those families? Why 

did Saul cheer for those who stoned Stephen to death? Why didn’t God transform Saul 

into Paul sooner?  

Jack Hardawa wrote. “So there are the two widows, one who was starving to death, one 

grieving the loss of her child. Then there is the man who persecuted others, hunting them 

down and killing them. Stories of scarcity, of running out, of grasping for more, of just 

giving up, and despair,r and vengeance. And then there is the visitation, a surprise, and 

the story changes, the characters change, the landscape changes, they now inhabit a 

different country than before. How to explain that? These people who just don’t give up, 

who keep on going, hoping and giving and loving when the world all around them is 

falling apart? Just because. Faith in an abundance that we normally just can’t see. The 

world says the cup is half full or half empty and these people come along and say we are 

all wrong, that the cup runneth over, that the jug of oil will not fail, that the jar of meal 

will not be emptied.” 

At first I like Jack’s words. In the midst of suffering there is a surprise, a visitation and 

God transforms the story, the setting and the people. Yet is it really tenacity, hope, 

giving, loving and faith that brings the transforming power of God’s love into the 

situation or is it the grace of God? It seems very random. Why doesn’t God immediately 

transform every instance where there is faith, hope and love?     



Barbara Brown Taylor wrote. “To be where God is -- to follow Jesus -- means going 

beyond the limits of our own comfort and safety. It means receiving our lives as gifts 

instead of guarding them as our own possessions. It means sharing the life we have been 

given instead of bottling it for our own consumption. It means giving up the notion that 

we can build dams to contain the bright streams of our lives and letting them go instead, 

letting them swell their banks and spill their wealth until they carry us down to where 

they run, full and growing fuller, into the wide and glittering sea.” 

It seems the more we dig, think and feel, the more we wrestle, the more questions 

emerge. God is in the questions. We wrestle with God. On earth we know very little 

about God. We can be certain God is always working bringing life from death. One day 

God will resurrect all and resurrect everyone. God will transform every form of death 

into abundant, everlasting life. There will be no more tears, no pain, no suffering, no 

grief, no scarcity, no longing, no more questions, no more wrestling. There will be 

abundant eternal life, perfect love, exuberant joy, ideal peace, spectacular glory, supreme 

harmony with everyone and everything. Everyone will be whole and complete. The 

image of God within us will be fully manifest. All our gifts, talents, abilities and 

uniqueness will shine. We will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


