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Luke 10:1-2 “After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on 

ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. Jesus 

said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the 

Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into God’s harvest.”  

Our scripture begins with abundant joy and celebration. The harvest is plentiful. 

Few words, if any, would have been more marvelous than this to Jesus original audience, 

an agricultural community. Spoken in a time with little storage and meager 

transportation; an abundant harvest meant food to enjoy for the rest of the year. It meant 

everyone would have work, health, prosperity, and satisfaction. Even the poor, disabled, 

and outcast would enjoy the surplus from the abundant harvest.  

The harvest here is people. It is the culmination of the parable of the sower. The 

seed grew, producing an abundant harvest. The harvest is everywhere so Jesus’ followers 

are sent out with the good news that the kingdom of God is near. God’s abundance, 

grace, and redemption are not just for a chosen few; rather, for everyone around the 

world. Jesus commissions them, empowers them, sending them out in pairs to encourage 

and support one another; so, they can keep inspiring each other by sharing that which 

God is doing to resurrect everyone and everything.  

The harvest is plentiful, the laborers are few. There is work for anyone who wants 

meaningful, joyful work. The work of serving God, sharing the good news is a blessing 

for the laborer. It fills us with joy. First John proclaims. 1 John 1:1-4 “We proclaim to 

you, Jesus, the one who existed from the beginning, whom we have heard and seen. 

We saw Jesus with our own eyes and touched him with our own hands. Jesus is the 

Word of life. This one who is life itself was revealed to us, and we have seen him. 

And now we testify and proclaim to you that Jesus is the one who is eternal life. 

Jesus was with the Father, and then he was revealed to us. We proclaim to you what 

we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that you may have fellowship with us. 

And our fellowship is with the Father and with God’s Son, Jesus Christ. We are 

writing these things so that you may fully share our joy.” 

Jesus wants our involvement because serving, loving, and blessing fills us with 

joy. We are not to be Kingdom of God consumers, rather Kingdom of God expanders. 

Sharing God’s forgiveness, peace, love, joy, eternal life, the good news; and the greatest 

news is the greatest kindness you can give one another and is also our greatest 

satisfaction, excitement, and joy. 

Jesus continues. Luke 10:3-11 & 16 “Go on your way. See, I am sending you 

out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and 

greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this house!' 

And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but 

if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever 

they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to 

house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set 



before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has 

come near to you.' But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go 

out into its streets and say, 'Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we 

wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.' 

"Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and 

whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me."  

Initially these verses sounded very harsh to me. I consulted Saint Augustine and 

several Biblical scholars.  

Saint Augustine preached a sermon on this scripture in Carthage in 397. 

Augustine expounded on the plentiful harvest, the blessings of sowing, Jesus sending us 

to proclaim the good news to our neighbor by our lifestyle and the grace of God. 

Augustine said. “We are to long for the barn and you needn’t fear the fear.” Augustine 

encourages us not to take these words of Jesus literally. Carry no purse, no bag, means 

“do not keep your wisdom to yourselves.” God’s Spirit is “to be spent and splashed 

around, not something to be shut up tight.” Jesus’ command not to wear shoes means 

“give up dead works” for shoes are made from dead animal hide. Jesus’ caution against 

customary greetings to travelers on the road actually means that sharing the gospel is 

urgent business. Augustine said. “Put everything else aside while you carry out your 

orders.” Augustine concludes that sharing the gospels fills us with joy.   

As I researched this text further I was surprised that every source I found drew 

positive conclusions to what upon first reading I found to be kind of negative. Especially 

the verses that the lectionary has us skip in the middle. These verses have Jesus saying 

woe to an entire list of towns. This woe is not a pronouncement of judgment, rather a 

prediction of what life is like without the Good News of Jesus. Joyful are those who love 

and serve God. Sad are those who do not know God. It is very similar to the first psalm. 

Oh the joys of those who delight in everything God wants, they are like fruitful trees 

growing along the river. Woe to those who reject God and God’s blessings they feel 

worthless, scattered, like chaff driven about by the wind.  

Here are some more ways Biblical scholars interpret Jesus words. We are sent out 

in pairs for safety. We are to come in peace. The first move is not denunciation rather 

conversation, not pointing out their brokenness rather modeling how God is making 

everyone whole and complete. We are lambs among wolves. We are to be people 

providing life instead of death. We are to proclaim grace instead of judgment. We are to 

be realistic. Some people will treat us with hostility. Facing danger, not flinching in the 

midst of wolves is part of denying ourselves and daily taking up our cross. We are to go 

barefoot and unequipped so we are not perceived as a threat to anyone. We are not to 

coerce or intimidate, rather to love. We go barefoot and unequipped to be counter-

cultural, establishing a community of equality, where everyone is valued because they are 

a child of God. We go barefoot so we do not bring nationalism, materialism and self-

sufficiency to them rather trust in God. We are sent to do good and move on so no 

hierarchy, entitlement or power structure becomes established. We are not to greet people 

on the road because single-minded focusing on loving and serving is our commission. We 

are to greet people at home where love, fellowship and wholeness abide. We are not to 

move around from house to house, giving offense to the householder whose hospitality 

many not be sumptuous or as comfortable as their neighbor. We are to stay at the same 

house even if better accommodations arise because such behavior would be counter good 



news; it would be off-putting, offensive, and extremely rude. We are to stay in one place 

for a while, so all can see what God is doing in your hosts and how God is forming real 

community. Implicit in this command is the removal of all social barriers. We are to be 

considerate guests, enjoying what the host provides; even if we do not care for, or agree 

with, what they are serving. When things do not go well—when nobody listens, when 

nobody accepts God, we are to leave, not argue, not judge, just leave in peace. We are to 

shake the dust off calling for heaven and earth – since we are made from dust – as a 

witness to them regarding the truth of the Good News of the Kingdom of God. Shaking 

off the dust is a sign that even though a person may reject God, the Kingdom of God is 

near. One’s rejection does not diminish the truth that God is redeeming the cosmos.    

 Henri Nouwen wrote. “Compassion asks us to go where it hurts, to enter into the 

places of pain, to share in brokenness, fear, confusion, and anguish. Compassion 

challenges us to cry out with those in misery, to mourn with those who are lonely, to 

weep with those in tears. Compassion requires us to be weak with the weak, vulnerable 

with the vulnerable, and powerless with the powerless. Compassion means full 

immersion in the condition of being human.” 

 Synthesis newsletter explains. “Our chief witness is always our integrity—who 

we are. It involves living our lives in such a manner that others can see the reality of 

Christ, even when we ourselves are unaware of the full power of that reality and its 

effect.” 

 Luke 10:17-20 "The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, in your name 

even the demons submit to us!" Jesus said to them, "I watched Satan fall from 

heaven like a flash of lightning. See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes 

and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 

Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that 

your names are written in heaven." 

 Modeling the Good News filled them with joy. Satan being cast down 

foreshadows God’s liberating mercy that will free us, heal us, complete us and glorify us, 

all people and the cosmos. We are filled with joy by modeling the Good News however 

this is just a faint foretaste of the joy that awaits us in heaven. Heaven takes notice of all 

who model the Good News. Our names are in heaven.  

 In Galatians, the Apostle Paul builds on Jesus’ commission teaching us how to 

model the Good News—how to love one another back into peace, wholeness, and 

shalom. Galatians 6:1-6-16 “My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you 

who have received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take 

care that you yourselves are not tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and in this 

way you will fulfill the law of Christ. For if those who are nothing think they are 

something, they deceive themselves. All must test their own work; then that work, 

rather than their neighbor's work, will become a cause for pride. For all must carry 

their own loads. Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with 

their teacher. Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you 

sow. If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you 

sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. So let us not grow weary 

in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest-time, if we do not give up. So then, 

whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for 

those of the family of faith. See what large letters I make when I am writing in my 



own hand! It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to 

compel you to be circumcised--only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of 

Christ. Even the circumcised do not themselves obey the law, but they want you to 

be circumcised so that they may boast about your flesh. May I never boast of 

anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been 

crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is 

anything; but a new creation is everything! As for those who will follow this rule--

peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.” 

 We are to love one another by not comparing ourselves with each other or by 

unhealthy competition. Paul urges us to have a proper view of ourselves and others, 

seeing everyone as equals, as beloved children of God. Restoration and forgiveness flows 

freely from God. We are set free by grace so we can restore, forgive, and love everyone. 

Since we are all equals, we are to bear one another’s burdens. 

 The Apostle Paul urges us to boast in the cross not our own achievements. Pastor 

Gary Vanderet asks. “Do you ever wonder why the world hates the cross?” Answer: 

“Because the cross is the symbol of our failure.” On the cross, someone else died for our 

sins. Jesus paid our debit which we can never pay on our own. We are forgiven, set free, 

healed, and restored. We are called to treat others as God treats us. If we live life relaying 

on ourselves, Paul calls this living in the flesh, we burnout. Instead we are called to live 

in the Holy Spirit who lavishly gives, and constantly replenishes, love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, generosity and every goodness making us a new creation.   

 Knowing ourselves, knowing God’s grace, helps us see what is wrong, painful, 

and arduous in another’s life; so, one can make connections to their own hurts. Knowing 

that everyone needs to be restored enables our humility, enables us to love, enables us to 

serve, and enables us to partner with God making the brokenness whole.  

When we love God we discover how to love others; and ultimately discovering 

how to love ourselves. The entire journey of modeling the Good News fills us with joy. 

Amen  

 

 

 

 

 

 


